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Letters to the Editor
Three Years After

RIR: Three years have just passed since the 1963
rioks In which so many retafl stores were destroyed.

The government has shows no concers zbont what
happened fo the lives of the ex-ghetto merchants,

On orders of the authorities the looters and burners
were not stopped from helping themselves in the stores
S, a3t “no blood would be shed.” However, there was
blood shed—the ex-merchant’s biood.

The average burned-out merchant was a mah rang.
ing in sge from 45 to 55, with no particular training, one
whir had to sarn his living as a merchant, When his
business went up in flames, 5o did his livelihood,

Contrary to what most people think, insurance paid
enly for the appraised value of store Hxtures and
merchandise inventory based on income tax reporis. In
many cases, insurance authorities argued sbout thess
values since if i3 a debatable item. Most important of all
is the fact that ne insurance company repaid 2 mer-
chant for the loss of his Hvelihood. :

Today, most of the ex-store proprietors have had fo
accept menial positions as supermarket clerks, liquor
and depariment store salesmen.

They cannot relocate a business in the District
because of the high crime rate,

Big business and the inflationary cost of beginning a
business in the suburban aress have prevented ihe
ex-merchants [rom opening a store in Maryland or
Virginia,

There has been much aid to many minority groups
by the government. But I have never seen any attempt
on the part of District or federal officials o aid the
ex-merchants who acled as scapegoals in the rist. The
ex-sfore owners sustained great losses and receiveg oxdy
sympathy o return,

R ekt g amemimy
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Good will

The burped-out Los Angeles
mevchants, itke the burned-out
racyohants before them, wilf not
recover the full loss of their busi-
nesses rhrough losucacce, be-
causy insurance does not compen-
saie for loss of "pood will”

o witl, the degree of profit-
ability of succassiul Bvelihood
generated by the busimess, 8 the
merchant’s most valuable dssel
{When 3 business s seid, s the
good witl vaiue that produces the
largest purchase pricel.

Insurance compantes nosrmatly
pav for loss of mevchandise and
equipment, and, on sgne accas
sions, the gross profit related ©
the tengrh of time regured © ve-
nulid the business, but no cash for
pood will

Thus, the merchant, who had
nothing o do with the King assas-
sination or the King bealing,
gmerges asone of the rigis prime
victims,

L ARRY ROSEN
Silver Spring

BB Mir Roserdead wih tnsurance
companies afrer his business was
bBurned dewn in the 1868 rors in
Pasamngtorn.

e The foditor
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The Honorable Walter £, Washington
Mayor of the District of Columbia
Room 520, District Bullding
Washington, D, C. 20004

Prear Mayor Washington:

The District of Columbia City Council herewith presents the
ranseript of its public hearings on rebuilding and recovery of
Washington, I, €. from the civil disturbsnce of April 1868, to~
gether with its report and fecommendations that flow from these

i . o
hearings.

Az Chairman, [ am particularly pleased with the speed and
the thoroughness with which this report has been produced through
the study and efforts of sach Councilman and the small byt axcellent
staff of the Council.

We hope you find the report constructive, We stand ready to
tmplement our portions of the recommendations and asaist you heyond
our legislative role in any way you reqguest,

We are simultaneousiy sending copies of thig report to the
National Capital Planning Commission, the Redevelopment Land Agency,
and the National Capital Housing Authority, and will have 3 fmited
number of additional coples for the citizens ro thst they may join with
48 ~ the Mayor and the Council - to creste & more perfact oity out of
the ashes of the past month.

%, HECHINGER
Chatrman, City Council
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COM?ENSATION CF BUSINESS AND INDIVIDUALS
DAMBGED IN T HE RIOTS

YU

There has st eXLeEnsiIve property damange in the Oity. The
entire businegss community. aware of the priovity of numan liie heing
galsed ahead of property, calls for assurance from the city against
repetition of the destruciion. While aghering i@ the priovity of human
1ife in & scale of walues, rhe District of Colwabia government is
acutely awere of the need 10 mintmize property destruction in the
future. WwWe neard the foilowing suggestions oOn this matier:

HUDIIOION)

~ That buginessmen and individuals b reimbursaed for
uninsured 108888, including the ioss of qorﬁwm .
. e ST e Pt i

T AT e
. That special tax reliet be given 19 those who have
lost inoome because of the disturbances.

. That a moratogium e declared 1o religve CWnREers of
the reguirement to make mortgage payments if their
propariies were inaferative due to the Adigtwrbances

That a siwila¥ moratorium be enactaed for renants
paying rent 1 they were unable to ocCury or only
partially able 1o oCTUPY necause of the riots .

The Council makes the fptlowing recemmandati.ons:

1, That every nogsible city and Tederal
resource pe explored 1o aithex re~establish
tn pusiness adequaiely sompensats inose
businesses OF ipdividuals wnose JoSSR8s
were not caverad by insurance.

T T e

That the Imall Pusinass Administraiion and
girnilarl Faderal agencies aonsider the graniing
of long term loans = 30 o 40 years - at very
low Of TR inrerest o cerchants Who wish Q@

b2
.

re—entel husinesis.
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TYPE OF RSTABLISHMMENTS AND EXTENT OF DAMAGE ON 14TH STREET NW.*

Estimate of Damage to Builiding

Toal g No.
Usz Categary No, of Damagnd §  Hof a- 16 - 56 .

| . fewblishments) Yot { oqpw | osow | ook
Dacnaged

A, NONRESIDENTIAL '
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. Cheral Memhdndtse Appara! & Furniture 85 61 91% - 15 4
Conyenience ' 37 28 76% - 15
Poronal Service . . . I T 88 31 8% - i3
. Restaurant, Enteftamment : 27 . 22 4% o 12 -
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3Pemmwga of Total Establishments ~ 100.0% .~ BO7 . Z27%  83%
PercentagaofTotat Damag-eﬁ - : - CI000% o~ C324%. 144% aB3%

_ B RE&!DENT!AL

] i mmmmmousmgums B CLooocwnessl . 207 . @ est 0B
2. Percentage of Total Housing Units S 100.0% 19.1% - 3% £.1% 8.9%
3 Pefcerzwgeofﬂamggedvljiwszfsg Units Lo A0OR - 15.9% 31.‘9%‘: B2.2%

- *Thew figurss indivate the ﬂumber of housing uniss in bmiﬂmgs that susmnzd some damage, it s nut kmwa zf
the housing umts thmmwes were d&magaﬂ : 3 :

Suume NECPC revisions 0!’ RLA mttw! dam bzsvd o6 fci!ow«;p ﬁpid oha{:ks, Apﬂi {i+32, 1868 Ueas qhtamﬂd )
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